What we do

We are leading insurance law experts and provide strategic advice and representation for
many of New Zealand’s major insurers. We have a well-earned reputation for delivering
pragmatic advice on technically complex indemnity and liability issues.

We understand that the sooner problems are solved the better. Whether a claim is simple or
complex, we get to grips with the issues quickly. We work closely with both our insurer clients
and their customers to help them resolve claims at the earliest possible stage.

How we help

We regularly advise major property and liability insurers on policy coverage and indemnity
issues.

We defend insureds on instructions from their insurers across the full range of liability risks,
including professional, statutory, public/product, and directors’ and officers’ liability.

We also advise and act for brokers on liability issues arising from risk placement and claims
presentation.

Experience

regularly advising New Zealand's leading specialist liability insurer and representing its
insureds in civil, regulatory and disciplinary proceedings

acting for TOWER Insurance in over 100 proceedings arising from the Canterbury earthquakes,
including precedent-setting cases on the reinstatement of EQC cover, the effect of the
residential ‘red zone' on private insurers’ cover, and numerous other court decisions

represented a liability insurer at trial in a claim on a rarely-tested ‘reasonable care’ condition
in a liability policy

advising on some of the highest-value commercial property, business interruption and
infrastructure claims arising out of the Canterbury earthquakes
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Key Contacts

Matthew Harris
Partner

DDI + 6493741104
M + 64 21765 204
E matthew.harris@gilbertwalker.com

Iva Rosic
Partner

DDI + 6493741101
M + 64 27 558 5863
E Iva.rosic@gilbertwalker.com

Martin Smith
Partner

DDI + 6493741109
M + 6421792 209
E martin.smith@gilbertwalker.com
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